Out of 92 stool samples tested, 31 (33.7%) were greenish liquid, 56 (60.9%) yellow liquid and five (5.4%) liquid with mucus and blood. Moderate diarrhoea was seen in 53 patients (57.6%), 32 had severe diarrhoea (34.8%) and seven had mild diarrhoea (7.6%). Fever was present in 49 patients (53.3%), followed by abdominal pain in 26 (28.3%), vomiting in five (5.4%) and other symptoms in four (4.4%). Bacterial pathogens isolated were Escherichia coli in 14 samples (15.2%) and
Aeromonas hydrophila in one sample (1.1%). In one sample, cysts of Entamoeba histolytica were detected. Ten were positive for rotavirus by ELISA, giving an overall positivity rate of 10.9%. Out of 10 positive cases, eight were greenish liquid (80%) and two were yellow liquid (20%). Fever was present in six (60%) patients, abdominal pain in three (30%), vomiting in one (10%) and respiratory tract infection in a patient who also had fever. Moderate diarrhoea was present in seven cases and remaining three had severe diarrhoea. All the positive cases were between October and January.
Prevalence rate of rotaviral diarrhoea was 10.9% in our study. Lee et al had reported 24% positivity in cases of diarrhoea due to rotavirus 4 . Though majority of the studies have been in children upto 5 years of age, 4,5 our study shows that rotaviral diarrhoea is also present in older children with a lesser prevalence rate. Lee et al had reported 92% cases with dehydration. 4 All our positive cases had dehydration (70% moderate and 30% severe). Rotaviral diarrhoea episodes always tend to be more acute, causing vomiting and greater dehydration, and more often require hospitalization. All our patients were hospitalized with acute diarrhoea, only one child presented with vomiting. An Indian study has reported 26% positivity by ELISA and all were from children with acute diarrhoea. 2 All the positive cases were detected during the months of October to January, which is in accordance with other studies. 4, 5 All the positive cases presented with liquid stools, and greenish liquid was a sensitive predictor of rotaviral diarrhoea (p value < 0.001) in this study. Severity of diarrhoea was not statistically significant.
